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My dear Brothers,

The days after Easter up to July 2019, have been days of 
extensive travelling for me as I moved from place to 
place for the Ordinations, Central Meetings, presenting 
position papers in preparation for Central Assembly 
2019 and for the Installation of Local Administrations. 
As I journeyed by train, invariably almost all the time 
there were young mothers with small babies as my 
fellow travelers. I saw that these mothers were 
struggling to take care of their babies, especially when 
they were restless, crying and not sleeping. As I looked 
at this scenario from the upper berth which I normally 
take, I was reflecting on the fact of how much our own 
mothers must have struggled to take care of us, when we 
were babies. Many of us have our elderly mothers, some 
have gone back to their heavenly abode; we can't but be 
grateful to them and to God for their myriads of love for 
us. These thoughts I share with you as we honor three 
great Mothers starting from the month of August to 
October every year; Mary our “Heavenly mother”, our 
beloved mother land “Bharat Mata” and our beloved 
“Society of Pilar”, our mother where we grew as 
missionaries, which gives us our identity and where we 
belong.

Although the Holy Bible, which was written in the 
dominant patriarchal culture, refers to women in bits and 
pieces, but the love of a mother is equated to that of the 
Heavenly Father. The love of God for Israel is equated to 
love of a mother and even more than that of a mother. 
Isaiah 66:13 says "As one whom his mother comforts, so 
I will comfort you." Again Isaiah 49:15 
says "Can a mother forget her nursing 
child? Can she feel no love for the child 
she has borne? Though she may forget, 
I will not forget you”. Proverbs 31/ 10 – 
31 – speaks extensively of wife and 
praises her, these verses are also 
attributed to the mother by many 
scholars.

Mary our “Heavenly Mother” is praised by Jesus 
himself when he said, “My mother and my brothers are 
these who hear the word of God, and keep it." (Lk.8/19- 
21). As exegetes tell us that this statement of Jesus was 
not to degrade Mary, but to insist that she is not only his 
physical mother, but more than that she is his mother 
because she heard and did the will of God. So also Mary 
was praised when a woman in the crowd said "Blessed is 
the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you 
nursed!” (Lk. 11/27). Mary our mother teaches us to 
listen to Jesus, as she spoke to the servants at Cana, "Do 
whatever 'HE' tells you". Above all she teaches us to 
treasure all things like her, as she “treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart” (Lk. 2/19). Jesus 
gave this mother to us as our mother while hanging on 
the cross when he said to St. John “Behold your mother” 
(Jn. 19/27). We have reflected on the above texts and 
also preached extensively on them to others; let us once 
again acknowledge that Mother Mary is a gift from Jesus 
to us, a perfect example to treasure and to emulate as we 
live as close followers of Christ.

rd
On the 73  Independence Day of Our Beloved country, 
as usual the freedom fighters and the National leaders, 
especially of the pre-independent and early-independent 
era are remembered with gratitude for their sacrifices 
and a resolve is made to remain committed to the 
principles on which our beloved country was built after 
the Independence. But, is our beloved 'Maa', really 

independent? We are leaving in 
challenging times, when the 
ideology and values of unity in 
diversity, secular, democratic, 
tolerant Bharat is challenged and is 
a t  a  r i sk  o f  los ing  these  
constitutional ideals, which our 
leaders envisaged and built our 
nation upon. At this juncture when 
we face all the odds, we need to be 
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more committed to keep up to the 
ideals enshrined in our Nation's 
constitutions and teach them 
vehemently to our students and 
others with whom we work.

As we recall with gratitude our 
Heavenly Mother and the sacrifices 
of our freedom fighters and leaders 
for Bharat Mata, I take this 
opportunity to remember with 
gratitude and love, our Society's 
Founder, Re-Organizers and many 
members who have sacrificed their 
lives and given directions to our 
beloved Society, in its mission of 
establishing God's Kingdom.  Some 
of our stalwarts are dead and gone; 
let us pray for the repose of their 
souls. There are many in their ripe age 
but still committed, without mentioning anyone, lest I 
forget to mention some; I express my sincere gratitude 
for their achievements as missionaries, exemplary life 
and commitment. On the occasion of our Society's 

thfoundation day (26  September) and the upcoming 
celebration of the Central Assembly 2019, I urge you to 
imbibe all that is good in these Icons, who are our very 
own.

The call of Pope Francis for an 'Extraordinary Mission 
Month – October 2019'; which is being called as a 
commemoration of the centenary of Pope Benedict XV 
Letter “Maximum Illud”. During this month we are to 
personally encounter Jesus Christ who is alive in the 
church; remember the missionary saints and learn from 
them; take up our formation (human, spiritual, biblical, 
theological and catechetical) for Missio adgentes, be a 
missionary of God's charity, and evaluate our drive for 

Mission – Missio Adgentes. The 
commitment of Mama Mary, 
Freedom fighters, National leaders 
and our own founders, reorganizers, 
s t a l w a r t s  h e l p  u s  i n  o u r  
commitment.

I take this opportunity to thank all 
the outgoing Local Superiors and 
their administrations for their 
leadership for the past three years 
and I thank all the new Local 
Superiors and their administration 
for their generosity to accept the 
responsibility of leading their 
respective Local Houses and its 
members. I wish all success and 
look forward for a healthy 
collaboration with the Provincial 

Administration and assure you all of 
our unstinted support, as we steer our Province together. 
I urge each member of the Province to support, to respect 
and to co-operate. 

I Wish you all a Blessed Feasts of our Beloved Heavenly 
th th thMother (15  August, 8  September, 12  October….), a 

rd th
Happy 73  Independence Day (15  August) of our 
beloved Bharat Mata,  a Great Society Foundation Day 

th(26  September) A Fruitful Extraordinary Mission 
Month  and A Path Breaking celebration of the Central 

nd thAssembly 2019 (2  to 11  October 2019).

Jai Mata Mariam! 

Jai Bharat Maa! 

Jai Pilar Samaj! …. 

Long Live …. Viva!!!!!

(Fr. Attley Gomes, sfx)
  Provincial Superior

Dear confreres, 
Please note that from this issue onwards the 
Eastern Horizon will be available by email 
and whats app only. Local superiors and 
Local Delegate Superior are to take a print 
for senior member, file copy and one for the 
reading room/notice board.  
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Official	Matters	
RETREAT		DATES

DATE	 PREACHER		 PLACE

12th ‐ 18th Jan 2020  Fr. Ivel Mendona , Cssr Bandel

Local House  Designation  Outgoing  Incoming

Andul LH  Local Superior  Fr. Martin D'souza  Fr. Irinieu Diniz

   1st Councilor  Fr. Richard Couto  Fr. Richard couto

   2nd  Councilor  Fr. Irineu Diniz  Fr. Shivaji Henriques

   Local Treasurer  Fr. Roque Noronha  Fr. Martin D'souza

Bhopal LH  Local Superior  Fr. Franklin Rodrigues  Fr. Agnel Bhoya

   1st Councilor  Fr. Valerian Gracias  Fr. Kishore Surin

   2nd  Councilor  Fr. Agnel Bhoya  Fr. Pritam Toppo 

   Local Treasurer  Fr. Lino Fernandes  Fr. Patrick Lakra

Dibadih LH  Local Superior  Fr. Chistopher Lakra Fr. Alexcius Kindo

   1st Councilor  Fr. Stanley Pereira  Fr. Rafael Lobo 

   2nd  Councilor  Fr. Rafael Lobo  Fr. Deonis Kerketta

   Local Treasurer  Fr. Sebastiao D'Souza Fr. Sebastiao D'Souza

Nampong LH  Local Superior  Fr. Denzil Martins  Fr. Alfred Almeida

   1st Councilor  Fr. Alfred Almeida  Fr. James Mascarenhas

   2nd  Councilor  Fr. James Mascarenhas Fr. Cajitan Colaco

   Local Treasurer  Fr. Praful Indwar  Fr. Luciano Falcao

Port Blair LH  Local Superior  Fr. Pritam toppo  Fr. Agnel Fernandes

   1st Councilor  Fr. Michael Cruz   Fr. Stanley Cardoz

   2nd  Councilor  Fr. Agnel Fernandes Fr. Brian Fernandes

   Local Treasurer  Fr. Brian Fernandes  Fr. Roque Rebello

Pokhara LH  Local Superior  ***   Fr. Elric Guria

   1st Councilor  ***   Fr. Leonardo Fernandes

   2nd  Councilor  ***   Fr. Stephen Pouchena

   Local Treasurer  ***   Fr. Leonardo Fernandes

Relieve and Appointment 
New Local House Administration – Kolkata Province
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School cabinet is a sign of inclusive student leadership, which is a key component, as a result of and a building block 
for a positive school climate. In and through it the students exhibit their leadership qualities and enhance a 
constructive atmosphere in the school. Once the students are respected and engaged as active contributors within the 
school community, the school culture benefits. The more the students are engaged the more they become the 
architects of the activities and initiatives within their school.
While teachers work with students initially to identify activities supporting development of a socially inclusive 
school climate, students tend to identify new activities to address specific issues in the school. As the eyes and ears of a 
school community, they experience the school's environment directly – and differently from teachers – which places 
them in the best position to bring about necessary change. We wish all the student cabinet members that they truly lead 
their school to greater heights. 

School Cabinet for a Positive School Climate

Jyoti high School, Agharma

Fr. Agnel School, Dibadih

Prakash Vidhyalaya, Bhopal

St. Xaviers's School, Nampong

St. Francis School, NepalFr. Agnel School, Gondipura

St. Xavier School, Manarghat, Andamans
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Local Superiors' and Local Treasurers' Meet was held at 
the Provincialate, Andul Road, Howrah August 21 and 
22, 2019.  All the Local Superiors and Local Treasures 
along with the Provincial and the members of the 
Provincial Council participated in the Meet. Fr. 
Sebastiao Mascarenhas, the Superior General was a 
special invitee for the meet who in his address 
emphasised on the compliance with the constitutional 
norms for our Apostolic Life, which find expression in 
our community life. Our community life consists in 
prayer, apostolate, transparency and moderate and 
exemplary living. The Meet was basically a reminder of 
our duties as members, Superiors and Treasurers, which 
are clearly laid down in our Constitutions. If we follow 
the guiding principles of our Constitutions, the margin 
of error would be minimum.

Retreat: 
th

On 8  September 2019 members of our province, 
immersed themselves into the first retreat of this year. Fr. 
Ivel ,CssR, guided the retreat. The theme of the retreat 
was “ Our way of following the Lord”. The preacher in 
an appealing and convincing manner led us into 
reflection and prayer as to the requisite and art of 
following the Master Jesus, as He manifests Himself in 
the Gospels. His personal experience made the talks 

lively and brought about profound insights. The 
members returned rejuvenated in spirit to follow the 
Lord. – Fr. Shivaji, sfx

Inculturated Mass- The Festival of Dashaim
thIt was on 5  of July at major seminary chapel, Pilar. We 

the scholastics of Kolkata province organized an 
inculturated Mass. The liturgical concept was based 
upon the Hindu festival of Dashaim of the new mission 
of Nepal. Dashaim is a longest, glorious and graceful of 
all festival, celebrated for fifteen days in Nepal. It 
originated from the Hindu mythology, narrating the war 
of consecutive nine days between Durga and 
Mahishasura and triumph of Good over evil on the tenth 
day. 
Retaining the same conception, Fr. Antony D'cruz, 
procurator of the seminary, being the veteran missionary 
of Nepal celebrated the Eucharist along with the co-
celebrants of Major seminary staff. During the offertory, 
we offered the bread and wine as on Maha Navami, 
(ninth day) they offer sacrifices, symbolizing Jesus's 
sacrifice on the cross and victory over sin. Similarly, 

Local Superiors' and Treasurers' Meet

Happenings 
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during the final prayer 'Kojagrat Purnima' (seeking 
blessing from goddesses on the last day) we bowed our 
heads to Jesus for his grace and strength to combat 
against all evil. During the homily, he exhorted us to 
learn language of the locals and identify with them and 
to radiate Christ's presence in our lifestyle. The typical 
Nepalian 'kum kum', 'dashaim chakra', 'maha arthi', and 
choir of six regional languages added more solemnity 
and flavor to the Mass. Thus, had a meaningful, mindful 
and joyful celebration in the whole community. 
Schol. Rolson 

St. Francis School, Pokhara, Nepal

The first gentle steps to a bright future. 
thOn 24  July 28, 2019 St Francis School Pokhara added a 

feather to their cap as the Academic Session of the first 
batch of XI std was inaugurated in the presence of the 
Provincial Superior Fr. Attley Gomes. This is another 
firm step in giving wings to the aspirations of the young 
people here a springboard to fulfilling their dreams. In a 
small yet meaningful ceremony, the provincial lighted 
the lamp and encouraged the students as well as the Staff 
to discern for wisdom that would lead them to live a 
fuller and fruitful life. – Fr. Elric, sfx

Seminary Inaugural day:
thOn 6  July 2019, we had the inaugural day of the new 

Formative Year in Fr. Agnel Seminary, Gangarampur. 
The theme of the year is “Here I Am Lord”. We began the 

day with the Holy Eucharist      Fr. Attley Gomes, the 
Provincial superior was the main celebrant. In his 
homily he urged us to trust in God and to respond to 
God's call wholeheartedly. After the mass a short 
cultural programme was organised. It consisted of 
prayer dance, instrumental, choral piece and a 
traditional nagpuri dance. – Sem. Ajit. Dang

The Principal’s Meet
The meeting of all the Principals of our Province was 

th th
held on 16  & 17  September 2019. The resource person 
was Mr. Terrance John. The theme of the first day was: 
“School yesterday, today and tomorrow (in relation to 
students, parents, teachers and heads of the schools).” 
During the sessions he brought out various issues related 
to schools and National Educational Policy (NEP). 
Though it was not easy to grasp the procedural matters in 
dealing with erring students, aggressive parents and 
delinquent teachers, the members gathered tried to 
assimilate, discuss and chalked out the future course of 
action. The second day of the meeting was dedicated to 
the latter. 

A word of appreciation to all the members 
who have reported various happenings in the 
Province.
May God bless us all
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nd
On 2  July 2015, at the onset of my 2 
years break from the seminary studies, 
my documentary film “The Wounded 
Planet” on the environmental crisis of the 

st21  century was released in the Seminary 
Chapel. It is disheartening to see how the 
scientific data and the figures presented 
in the film have become outdated within 
4 years since the climate situation is 
deteriorating faster than the scientists had 
projected few years back. It's frustrating 
to see how the governments are so lax 
about this grave issue which is posing a 
massive threat of extinction to human 
race. The manner in which the crisis is 
being handled at present and my 2 
yearlong extensive study of the subject 
do not convince me that we are on the right track to find 
solution for the problem. Except for the handful of activists, 
rest of the world is silent. The climate change issue is not 
gaining momentum. The Climate change being a global issue 
the collective action by the world governments is the need of 
the hour if we are to save the planet. Our individual efforts or 
efforts at local or regional levels are negligible variables in 
the equation. To put it bluntly, it is not about one state, or one 
nation planting trees, the entire world has to plant the trees. 
That is how intense the issue is. How do we achieve it within a 
short frame of time? It's the big question?

Stephen Hawking, one of the greatest physicists of our times 
had said "We are close to the tipping point, where global 
warming becomes irreversible. Our pollution through 
greenhouse gases released through burning of fossil fuels and 
increased deforestation could push the Earth over the brink, 
to become like Venus, with a temperature of 250 degrees 
[Celsius], and raining sulfuric acid,". When there is such a 
grave issue to be tackled our politicians waste time in singing 
ye re ye re pausa 
during the monsoon 
s e s s i o n  i n  G o a  
Assembly held in last 
July. If this is the 
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
politicians we know 
where we are heading 
to. One of the reasons 
why climate change is 
not gaining momentum is, it has been stymied by politics, and 
lobbying by energy companies.

I might be sounding like some emotional eco romantic bloke. 
Here's the scientific data. The Graph says it all. We know 
Carbon Dioxide is the major cause for the climate change 
emitted through burning of fossil fuels, industries, 
automobiles, deforestation wild fires etc. this graph presents 
the data of 6 and half a lakh years. The blue line represents the 

Climate Change Crisis While Politicians sing - “Ye Re, Ye Re, Pausa” 
- Fr. Josly Fernandes sfx

temperature and the red line CO2 levels. We 
see how the rise in CO2 leads to the rise in 
temperature. What is shocking is our 
present CO2 levels has reached 405 ppm. 
We now know why we are experiencing so 
much heat. For thousands of years, as we 
see, the CO2 level never crossed 290 ppm. 
Look how high we are above natural cycle 
today with CO2 concentration at 405 ppm. 
And look at the projected levels by scientists 
by 2070. Something that has not happened 
for thousands of years is happening in just 
70 to 80 years.

On the timeline of 1880 to 2018 we will see 
2009, 2010, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018 are in the list of  10 hottest years. And 
the hottest of them was 2016. May be 2019 

is in cue!

According to  a  
report, prepared by 
91  authors  and  
review editors from 
40 countries along 
w i t h  1 3 3  
c o n t r i b u t i n g  
authors, cites more 
than 6,000 scientific references and includes contributions 
from thousands of expert reviewers around the world, 
including from NASA, the earth's temperature is projected to 
rise by 1.5 degrees to 2 degree Celsius between 2030 and 
2052, with a best estimate of around 2040.  Already the 
average global temperature has increased by 0.8 degrees soon 
we will touch 1 degree but we have already experienced  the 
devastating consequences of this tiny change in the figure, 
floods, droughts, sea level rise, water crisis, wild fires etc. 
With 1.5 rise in the temperature 1.billion people will be 
affected every year, About 61 million more people in Earth's 
urban areas would be exposed to severe drought, the 
Antarctic ice sheet and/or the irreversible loss of the 
Greenland ice sheet could lead to multi-meter (greater than 6 
feet) sea level rise, some places will see an increase in heavy 
rainfall events leading to floods, tremendous increase in wild 
fires as we have seen Amazon wild fires and Californian wild 
fires, the 50 percent of Himalayan glaciers which will be gone 
by 2050 will lead the Indian rivers to run dry thus 
exacerbating the water crisis in India etc.

India is adamant on going forward with environmentally 
destructive proposals. During a meeting with former vice 
president of US Al Gore, when Piyush Goyal, then minister 
for power and energy was asked, why India should not turn to 
renewable energy together with US. The reply was; since 
America has used the resources for 150 years to become 
developed, India too wants that carbon space that US used for 
150 years from now. For me this sounds to be a very immature 

Courtesy - Prakash Vidhyalaya, Bhopal
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 Our Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathies to:   

Fr. Raymond J Fernandes who lost his beloved father, Mr. Domnic Fernandes on 02/09/2019.

argument given the mega ecological disaster that is awaiting. 
We need to analyze the gravity of the situation at present, and 
look to the future and not the past. We know coal is the major 
contributor to pump CO2 in the air and India has approved “ 
293” new coal plants with Adani, Reliance etc being some of 
the key players. “Quo Vadis India?”  More than an 
environmental crisis is it a Democracy Crisis? Has our 
Democracy been hacked by the industrialists and the big 
companies? Disregard for human suffering and drive for 
profit seem to have blinded us. I am reminded of the words of 
Professor Guy McPherson, School of Natural Resources, 
University of Arizona, “If you think the economy is more 
important than the environment, try holding your breath 
while counting your money.” 

The reason why many of us are unable to grasp the magnitude 
of the issue is because for us what is presented to us on the 
newspaper are the problems of the world other than that for us 
the world is a paradise. We seldom realize that the content of 
the newspapers is coloured by the lobbying companies and 
industries and controlled by the political parties with vested 
interest making the front page into Page 3. Therefore when 
Amazon was burning 
with 90,0000 wild fires 
for almost a month we 
were being entertained 
by media with the tabloid 
journalism of sensation, 
gossip of sex scandals of 
celebrities,  extreme 
political and religious views about gau mutr etc. 

When there is an infection in any part of the body, our 
immune system springs into action. Defense mechanisms 
like, White blood cells, antibodies, and other mechanisms 
work to destroy the foreign invader. This is nature's response 
to eliminate infection. Similar is the case with our 
relationship with nature. We human beings seem to have been 
infecting the planet through our parasitic destructive 
behavior therefore the natural disasters is a nature's response 
of getting rid of this human infection. If human beings are to 
survive, symbiotic relationship is the only way forward. 
Earth will certainly replenish after another millions of years. 
It is we who are on the precipice of extinction. 

To quote Barack Obama “We are the first generation to feel 
the impacts of climate change and the last to do something 
about it”. The industrial revolution went through many 
phases down the history, from Mechanization to 
electrification to digitalization. The next phase what we 
require is Decarbonisation and a decarbonized economy that 
will ensure the future of the generations yet to come. This 
cannot be achieved with individual efforts given the short 
span of time to act. We need a Global revolution. This will 

happen when we have leaders who can make wise intelligent 
green decisions. And the intended efforts to deal with climate 
change will have to amplify 10 times more.

What do we do? Among the scientific community climate 
change is the top most problem. It's time to raise the tone of 
the conversation about climate change till our leaders hear it 
who have given it a back seat. We have the responsibility to 
create the sense of urgency.  One of the areas where 
Education has dramatically failed is, in creating the 
consciousness about human being's delicate relationship with 
the nature. Being Christian educators for so many centuries 
we too are entitled for the share of failure. For example the 
Indian Minister mentioned earlier himself has passed out 
from a Catholic school.  So having hundreds and thousands of 
students under our care, many of whom after another 7 to 10 
years will take the public offices and lead the country, can we 
instill in them the deep rooted consciousness that- as chief 
Seattle puts it – “we did not weave the web of life. We are just 
a strand in it. What we do to it we do for ourselves.” - The 
realization that we are not the bosses over nature. We cannot 
generate this consciousness by planting one tree on 

nd
Vanamohatsav  or holding brooms in our hands on 2  
October saying Swacha Bharat while posing for a photoshoot 
or just placing segregating dustbins at the entrance.  We need 
much greater and constant efforts if we are to really ingrain in 
the consciences of the students the Green culture who will 
lead the country in a decade's time. Of course there are going 
to be devastating consequences within those 10 years due to 
our actions and actions of our past and present leaders. 
Though we are late to act, but not too late.

Pope Francis says in his encyclical “ Laudato Si” “You are 
called to care for creation not only  as responsible citizens, 
but also as followers of Christ”. It's a high time that we play 
our role as prudent proactive stewards of the world to create a 
sense of urgency, for a worldwide mobilization of resources 
and political will towards solving the crisis.  The climate 
crisis is not just the issue about stewardship of man towards 
the planet but also about the justice for the poor who are more 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. As Pope Francis 
puts it “the cry of the earth is the cry of the poor”. Let me end 
with a Cree Indian proverb “Only when the last tree has been 
cut down, the last fish been caught, and the last stream 
poisoned, will we realize we cannot eat money.”
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